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2007 Entry into Force: 
What you need to know

What is the Canada Shipping Act, 2001?
The new Canada Shipping Act, 2001 (CSA 2001) replaces the
Canada Shipping Act as the principal legislation governing
safety in marine transportation and recreational boating, as
well as protection of the marine environment. 

It applies to Canadian vessels operating in all waters and to
foreign vessels operating in Canadian waters (i.e. all vessels
from canoes and kayaks to cruise ships and tankers). 

The CSA 2001 promotes the sustainable growth of the shipping
industry without compromising safety, and is responsive 
to the needs of Canadians in a global economy. It is the
result of extensive consultations with a wide range of
marine stakeholders over recent years.

What’s new about the Canada
Shipping Act, 2001?
The CSA 2001 is less prescriptive and more performance-based.

Key Changes:

• Enhances safety and provides better protection for the
marine environment

• Shifts from an inspection-based regime to a compliance-
based regime

• Introduces a new method of enforcement with the introduction
of Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs)

• Replaces the Board of Steamship Inspection with the 
new Marine Technical Review Board

• Establishes a new set of voyage classifications

The purpose of this brochure is to describe how the new Canada
Shipping Act, 2001 and its supporting regulations apply to the
marine community.  

How will the CSA 2001 and its 
supporting regulations apply to 
six major vessel types?

Pleasure Craft 

• All pleasure craft powered by 7.5 kilowatts (10 horse-
power) motors or more are required to be licensed (As of
April 2006, licensing is being handled by Service Canada.) 

• It is no longer mandatory for pleasure craft over 15 gross
tonnage to be registered

• Pleasure craft licences issued after the new regulations
come into force will expire after 10 years. In addition,
licence holders must report a change of name or address

• The Single Vessel Label Program will be discontinued and
only the manufacturer’s compliance notice program will
be in effect

• Manufacturers continue to be held responsible for 
compliance notices for pleasure craft

• Stricter requirements for the boating safety test used to
license operators of pleasure craft. This will be followed
by the introduction of a new accreditation framework of
private sector course providers who administer these tests
on Transport Canada’s behalf

Large Commercial Vessels

• Regulatory changes resulting from the CSA 2001 do not
significantly affect large commercial vessels because these
vessels are usually covered by the requirements set out in
international conventions

• Commercial vessels engaged in international voyages will 
continue to have their certificates verified prior to 
departure from a port in Canada

• Fire Safety Regulations to be modernized based on the latest
safety standards and International Maritime Organization 
convention requirements. This includes new requirements 
for certain cargo vessels between 150 and 500 gross tonnage

Small Commercial Vessels 

• All small commercial vessels, including non-powered vessels
and government vessels, are subject to mandatory 
registration

• The safety-critical components of the 2004 Construction
Standards for Small Vessels apply to vessels less than 
15 gross tonnage built before April 1, 2005

• New vessels, built after April 1, 2005 must meet the 
version of the construction standards that was in effect 
at the time of construction

• Builders of all commercial vessels will be responsible for 
certifying that their vessels meet construction standards by
applying for, and attaching, a compliance notice (capacity or
conformity label) to each vessel up to 15 gross tonnage

• Vessel operators must contact Transport Canada before a
new vessel is placed into commercial service

Passenger Vessels

• Regulatory changes resulting from 
the CSA 2001 do not significantly
affect large passenger vessels because
these vessels generally comply with
requirements consistent with 
international conventions

The following changes apply to small
passenger vessels: 

• A small passenger vessel will now
be required to report the number of passengers on board
to a responsible person ashore prior to departure 

• All vessels that do not carry life rafts must now make provisions
to protect passengers from cold shock and hypothermia in the
event of capsize or swamping

• Changes listed under small commercial vessels also apply
to small passenger vessels

Fishing Vessels 

• New regulations pertaining to fishing vessel safety and
construction will be developed when the CSA 2001 comes
into force.

What to Expect: 
• New requirements for fishing vessels less than 24 metres

to incorporate a risk-based approach for evaluation of 
stability, freeboard and load limits  

• Requirements for lifesaving equipment to be based on risk
(i.e. voyage classifications) rather than vessel length

• Requirements for fishing vessels over 24 metres to be 
harmonized with the Torremolinos International
Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels

Tugs and Barges 

• Lifesaving equipment requirements for small commercial
vessels also apply to tugs

• Under the CSA 2001, barges over 15 gross tonnage, 
which were previously not inspected, will now be 
subject to inspection 

• Tugs are expected to have separate construction standards
developed after the CSA 2001 comes into force

Other significant CSA 2001 Features  

Registration/Licensing of Vessels 

• All pleasure craft powered by 7.5 kilowatts (10 horsepower)
motors or more are required to be licensed (As of April 2006,
licensing is being handled by Service Canada.) 

• It is no longer mandatory for pleasure craft over 15 gross
tonnage to be registered, however pleasure craft may be 
voluntarily registered

• All non-pleasure craft, including all non-powered vessels, must
be registered with Transport Canada

• A small vessel register has been established, which replaces the
former vessel licensing system requirements for commercial
vessels less than or equal to 15 gross tonnage 

• Commercial vessels licensed under the Canada Shipping Act
will automatically be transferred to the small vessel register

• The fee for a small commercial vessel registration is $50, and
registrations are valid for five years 

• Owners of a fleet* of non-government commercial vessels will
qualify for a $50 flat fee

* A fleet consists of two or more vessels, five gross tonnage or
less, with a common owner.

Administrative Monetary Penalties 

• The CSA 2001 creates a new enforcement tool to promote
compliance: Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs)

• AMPs provide more flexibility since they use an adminis-
trative rather than a judicial means of enforcement

• An AMP can be appealed to the Transportation Appeal
Tribunal of Canada (TATC)

Protection of the Marine Environment

The CSA 2001 increases the maximum penalties for polluting
and the powers available to Transport Canada Inspectors to
deal with pollution issues.

The following three regulations will significantly help to
protect the marine environment: 

• Regulations for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
and for Dangerous Chemicals

• Ballast Water Control and Management Regulations
• Environmental Response Regulations

For more information

For more information about the CSA 2001 and its regulations,
please visit: http://www.cmac-ccmc.gc.ca. You may also 
contact your local Transport Canada Centre, or call toll free 
1-866-879-9902 or 613-998-7764 in the National Capital Region.
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